
Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition 
Instructors: Daniel Miller, Sam Bernhard 

AP English IV Summer Assignments 
 

Due Date: Monday, August 26, 2019 (A-day students) or Tuesday, August 27, 2019 (B-day students) 
Materials Required for Submission: Physical copy or copies of chosen text with thorough annotations, physical 
copy of college essay 

 
Rationale for Summer Reading/Assignments: 

College Board states, “an AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful 
reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen 
their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers….The 
pieces chosen [for the course] invite and reward rereading.” 

We are requiring students complete a summer assignment in order to keep students on pace to cover 
enough literature and writing during the school year to help them succeed on the AP exam, as well as to keep 
student skills sharp during the summer months away from school. The work students complete over the summer 
will allow us to begin having thoughtful and literary conversations on the first day of class, and the written 
product (college essay) will jumpstart students’ college application process with plenty of time before most 
deadlines. 

 
General Expectations: 

● Students will face formal assessment of their reading within the first weeks of class. 
● Students may purchase their books, check them out from the library, or borrow them from the Jordan 

English department. We require students have a personal, physical copy of each text we cover in class. 
● We expect all students to annotate their texts as they read. The process of marking up a book and adding 

supplemental notes is the best practice for comprehending difficult texts. These annotations should focus 
on literary elements like tone, mood, diction, motifs and theme rather than personal reaction. Later in this 
assignment we provide basic guidelines for annotation. Reach out to either instructor if this process is 
confusing. Annotations will be checked for a grade on the first day of class. 

 
Assignment #1: College Essay 

More than 600 colleges and universities now accept the Common Application, and many of the schools to 
which you will likely apply are Common App schools. Choose one of the prompts enumerated below, and write 
one essay with between 400 and 650 words.  

If you are applying to a school that does not use the Common Application, you may choose a prompt 
from that school. Please include the prompt and the name of the school at the top of your essay.  

All college essays must be typed and follow MLA guidelines for format, which can be found at the 
Purdue OWL. 
 
Common App Prompt Options: 

a. Some students have a background, identity, interest or talent that is so meaningful they believe their 
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. 

b. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time 
when you faced a challenge, setback or failure. How did it affect you and what did you learn from the 
experience? 

c. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 
What was the outcome? 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_general_format.html


d. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a 
research query, an ethical dilemma -- anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain 
its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution. 

e. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others. 

f. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate 
you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 

g. Share an essay of any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one that responds to a 
different prompt, or one of your own design.  

 
Assignment #2: Summer Reading and Essay/Project Outline 
This summer, students must read ONE of the following texts: 
 

a. The Autobiography of Malcolm X as told to Alex Haley, by Malcolm X and Alex Haley 
b. The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood 
c. 1984, by George Orwell 

 
Every student must prepare a formal outline for an analytical paper or multimedia project on the text of their 
choice. Each outline must include an argument/thesis statement that presents a specific, debatable position, topic 
sentences for each body paragraph/element of the multimedia project, and textual evidence from the selected work 
(quotations with page numbers). Outlines must be typed, and must respond to ONE of the prompts below (all 
pulled from past AP English Literature exams): 
 

a. It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider how this 
statement applies to a character from a novel or play. Select a character that has deliberately sacrificed, 
surrendered, or forfeited something in a way that highlights that character’s values. Then write a 
well-organized [outline] in which you analyze how the particular sacrifice illuminates the character’s 
values and provides a deeper understanding of the meaning of the work as a whole. 

b. In literary works, cruelty often functions as a crucial motivation or a major social or political factor. 
Select a novel, play or epic poem in which acts of cruelty are important to the theme. Then write a 
well-developed [outline] analyzing how cruelty functions in the work as a whole and what the cruelty 
reveals about the perpetrator and/or victim. 

c. Choose a character from a novel or play who responds in some significant way to justice or injustice. 
Then write a well-developed [outline] in which you analyze the character’s understanding of justice, the 
degree to which the character’s search for justice is successful, and the significance of this search for the 
work as a whole. 

 
Final Point: 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Bernhard both employ a grading system called standards-based grading, which 
assesses students’ different reading and writing skills for each task. One of the most important skills Mr. Miller 
and Mr. Bernhard assess is work ethic. This summer assignment is designed to afford students a high degree of 
flexibility; however, any projects that demonstrate a rushed job, heavy reliance on SparkNotes or similar 
resources, or poor work ethic will be heavily penalized in the early weeks of the school year. 

If you have questions over the summer, feel free to email either instructor: 
 

Mr. Miller: daniel_miller@dpsnc.net 
Mr. Bernhard: samuel_bernhard@dpsnc.net 
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